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 ACROSS FROM BUTLER FAIRGROUND ENTRANCE
 724-865-9523 • www.fairgroundmarket.com

 From groceries, to catering, to sweets, 
 to our deli, Fairground Market has been 
 pleasing local palates for years! We 
 have the best prices around! Check out 
 our smoked meats, custom smoking, 
 fresh meats and deli. Stop in and 
 experience what we have to offer! 

 VOTED BEST 
 CATERER

 1 - 800 776 - 7773

 A UTOGLASS REPLACEMENT/CHIP REPAIR
 ALL  INSURANCE  CLAIMS  ACCEPTED !

 M-F 8-5
 SAT  8-12

 Serving Butler for over   40  Years!

 133 S. MONROE  ST • BUTLER

 GIVE  OUR  STAFF
 A  CALL  TO

 SCHEDULE  AN
 APPOINTMENT

 BE-1476046

 Autobody Products Inc.

 BE-1477207
 butlereagle.com

MOVERS & SHAKERS

When the pandemic hit and Gov. 
Tom Wolf issued the shelter-in-
place directive, our interdenomi-
national nonprofi t suddenly found 
itself in a unique circumstance.

Samaritan Counseling, Guid-
ance, Consulting provides a vital 
service — mental health counsel-
ing — which we knew at once would 
substantially increase in demand.

However, counseling clients face 
to face was no longer an option.

“As soon as sheltering-in-place 
was ordered, clients phoned to 
cancel their appointments. Then, 
the phones stopped ringing,” said 
Beth Healey, a member of the ad-
ministrative team. 

“But our therapists rose to the 
challenge. They made the prepa-
rations necessary to continue to 
provide critically needed services. 
Within a week, they were remotely 
offering HIPAA-compliant coun-
seling via video and phone.

“Led by executive director, the 

Rev. Dr. Graham Standish, the staff 
worked collaboratively to develop 
and implement a communications 
plan. We reached out to our cli-
ents, the media, foundations, and 
partners.

“Foremost, we needed to let our 
clients know that we were still here 
for them. As mental health profes-
sionals, we knew the pandemic 
would have a profound impact on 
people’s emotional well-being, es-
pecially those who were already 
struggling. 

“We made folks aware that in-
surance companies had agreed to 
cover video and phone therapy. We 
helped clients make the transition 
to video as smoothly as possible. We 
also offered tips for coping through 
newsletter articles addressing the 
challenges of parenting, family 
life, stress management, and self-
care,” Healey said.

Samaritan therapists are hired 
for their high level and diversity of 

skills, which includes being state- 
licensed. But that’s not all. They 
must demonstrate a deeply felt 
passion for helping people to heal, 
fi nd hope and change.

They must be capable of listen-
ing without judgment, and inte-
grating a spiritual/faith component 
into counseling, if the client de-
sires, within the context of the cli-
ent’s religious beliefs.

Our phones started ringing 
again. By midsummer, the number 
of counseling sessions we provided 
had risen by 34 percent compared 
with the same time last year. 

To date, Samaritan therapists 
are helping people cope with the 
isolation, anxiety and depression 
fueled by this relentless virus. We 
consider ourselves blessed to have 
the privilege of doing so. Learn 
more at samaritancounseling.net.

This advertorial was submitted by 
Samaritan Counseling, Guidance, Con-
sulting.

Samaritan offers hope in mist of COVID-19 crisis

Graham Standish, Ph.D., MSW, MDiv, MA, is executive 
director of Samaritan Counseling, Guidance, Consulting. 
Learn more at samaritancounseling.net.

Maureen Bergdahl, CEO and president, and son, Joshua Berg-
dahl, COO/vice president, of Early Years Community Learning 
Centers.

Early Years Community Learn-
ing Centers have been serving 
the Butler and North Allegheny 
communities for over 30 years.

 It all started in the home of 
Maureen Bergdahl, the CEO and 
president of the company. 

Maureen graduated from Penn 
State University in 1976 in ear-
ly childhood development and 
opened her fi rst center in 1978, 
called the Ellwood Children’s 
Center, in Ellwood City. 

She sold the center in 1986 to 
be able to stay home to raise her 
own children, but, in 1989, she 
had the passion and motivation 
to start a new center, and Early 
Years was born. 

Maureen cared for children in 
her home until 1996, when she 

opened another stand-alone fa-
cility in Gibsonia. The demand 
for this facility grew enough to 
open an additional center in 1998 
and relocate the original Gibso-
nia location to a larger building. 

Maureen’s oldest son, Joshua 
Bergdahl, joined the family busi-
ness in 2005 as the chief operat-
ing offi cer/vice president after 
graduating from LaRoche Col-
lege in business administration. 

Since then, Maureen and Josh 
opened four other centers in But-
ler, Ross Township, Cranberry 
Township/Freedom and Valen-
cia. 

In 2019, Early Years served 
over 300 families among its six 
facilities and employed over 75 
people. 

In the midst of a pandemic, 
Early Years continues to be dedi-
cated to serving the local com-
munity. As a family-owned and 
operated business, Maureen and 
Josh know how important it is to 
provide high-quality child care 
to families who need to work or 
attend school. 

With Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention protocols 
in place, Early Years is commit-
ted to providing the same qual-
ity learning environments it has 
since 1989. Early Years will never 
lose sight of its No. 1 core value: 
“Our main focus is the children 
in our care.”

This advertorial was submitted 
by Early Years Community Learning 
Centers.

Early Years learning centers keep focus on kids


